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IV. On the Gold Fields of Forfarshire. By W. LAUDER LINDSAY, 
M.D., F.E.S.E. 
In these our own times of gold-finding at home—having 
before us the fact that about £15,000 worth of gold was in 
1869 extracted from a limited area in a Sutherland glen by a 
few gold diggers operating on the small scale, and in the face of 
obstacles of the most discouraging kind, it may not be amiss to 
inquire whether, and how far, the Highlands of Forfarshire are 
auriferous. "We have given some attention to this question, and 
the general result i3 that—while there is no proof positive that 
the valleys of the Forfarshire Highlands are auriferous—there is 
considerable presumptive evidence that they are so to a similar 
extent and in a similar sense with those of Sutherland. 
This presumptive evidence is of different kinds. 
Firstly, There is the evidence derivable from geological struc­
ture—from the similarity of the rocks and drifts of the Forfar­
shire Highlands to those of other auriferous counties of Scotland, 
such as Sutherland and Lanark shires, as well as of other 
auriferous countries, such as New Zealand. This resemblance 
must be taken in connection with the fact that rocks of Lower 
Silurian age, and the. drifts formed from their disintegration, are 
the most generally and richly auriferous. If a line be drawn on 
the map from Stonehaven to Alyth, it will (roughly) divide the 
region of the Old Bed Sandstone to the south from the Lower 
Silurian slates to the north—a division which is geographically 
equivalent to the Lowlands and Highlands, so far as Forfar­
shire is concerned. This division further corresponds with the 
auriferous (=Highland=Lower Silurian) and the non-aurifer­
ous ( = Lowland = Old Bed Sandstone) areas of the county. 
Gold may be looked -for — with every chance of finding it 
under suitable circumstances of exploration—in all the glens 
and valleys that trend southward from the Braemar Grampians. 
These include Glen Isla, Glen Canlochan, Glen Esk, Glen 
Prosen, Glen Mark, or, in other words, the gullies or glens 
through which flow the upper waters or burn-feeders of the Isla, 
and North and South Esks. The whole district known as the 
" Braes of Angus " is thus probably auriferous—including, as 
centres, Clova and Lochlee, and extending as far south as 
Edzell. 
Secondly, There is a tradition to the effect that General Wade, 
while making the road through the neighbourhing Glenshee, 
discovered both gold and silver. This is quite possible, even 
probable, for Glenshee is undoubtedly (geologically) an aurife­
rous area. 
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Thirdly, There is mention made of gold mines in the records 
of the old reigning families of the district. Thus Lord Lindsay, 
in his -well-known "Lives of the Lindsays" (vol. i. p. 345), 
speaks of a contract entered into between Sir David Lindsay of 
Edzell and a German miner, of date October 1602, whereby the 
former leases to the latter his " minds (mines) of gold," as well 
as of lead and other minerals, within the barony of Edzell and 
Glenesk, Forfarshire. The same.transaction is more fully alluded 
to in Jervise's " Land of the Lindsays in Angus and Mearns " 
(1853, p. 82). The latter author explains that it was the re-
munerativeness of working the said mines that led to the said 
contract; and he adds that from 1593 to the close of the 17th 
century " they were steadily wrought, with at least partial success. 
These mines appear, however, though their fame had 
become so great that they were noticed in all topographical 
books of the period, to have fallen into disuse. . . . . . The 
overseer of the work being bribed—as the common tradition 
runs—the work was given over as an unremunerative concern, 
and neither gold nor silver, nor mineral of any sort save lime, 
has since been tried for." (P. 83.) Similar was the fate of much 
more celebrated gold works of the same era—those of Crawford 
Muir (=Leadhills), in Lanarkshire. Nevertheless, the latter 
district is so richly auriferous that native gold can easily be 
collected at the present day in its mountain glens. It was quite 
customary in Crown charters during the 15th, 16th, and 17th 
centuries in Scotland to contain reservation clauses anent gold, 
or gold mines; and though too much stress must not be laid on 
the occurrence of such reservations or expressions, as necessarily 
implying the existence of gold in the lands conveyed, yet their 
habitual use possesses undoubtedly a certain value. 
Fourthly, There are various records—all more or less apocry­
phal, it may be—of gold-finds in various parts of the shire. 
Our present object is to point out the probability of the occur­
rence of gold, though in a state of very minute division, at 
the mouth of the Tay. A couple of articles, of an exhaustive 
kind, in the " Perthshire Advertiser" of Jan. 28 and Feb. 4, 
1869, on " Gold in Perthshire," showed the extent to which 
gold occurs in the Highlands of that county. Again, Jervise 
(p. 83) records that '« gold abounds in the Tarf, particularly at 
Grade's Linn, where it is said to have been so plentiful at one 
time that a lucky lad in passing the ford gathered his pockets 
full of it!" This is quite possible, but highly improbable! The 
Tarf is, however, a tributary of the North Esk, whose upper 
valley is unquestionably (again geologically speaking) an auri­
ferous area. " Yet, with all these temptations," adds Jervise, 
" and in the present rage for gold-digging, even some of the 
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inhabitants of Glenesk have shown a preference for the distant 
mines of Australia, and it is not now likely that those of Glen­
esk will again be wrought!" (P. 83.) Much more unlikely 
things happen, however, every day. Thus, Robert Nelson 
Gilchrist, a native of Helmsdale, in Sutherlandshire, many years 
ago went to Australia, where he made a competency as a gold-
digger. But in 1868 home instincts brought him back to 
his native valley; while a conviction that its rocks are simi­
lar in character to those of the Jim Crow diggings of Victoria 
led him to put his anticipation—that it would prove equally 
auriferous—to the test by actual mining. The result is now 
well known. 
Thursday, 20th January 1870, 
JAMES GOWANS, Esq., Vice-President, in the Chair. 
The following Communication was read:— 
On Corstorphine Hill, near Edinburgh. By JOHN HENDERSON. 
(Plate I.) 
A very fine section of the underlying beds of Corstorphine 
Hill has been recently laid bare by the opening of a pavement 
quarry on its eastern face, a little to the south of the Queensferry 
Road. The first glance the local geologist gets of this quarry 
convinces him that he has found something different from 
any rock which he has been in the habit of examining. It 
consists of a series of thin-bedded flags, perfectly flat, the beds 
varying in thickness from 1 to 6 inches, dipping south-west by 
west at an angle of 12°. A vertical cutting in the face of the 
hill exposes the beds to the depth of about 50 feet, but this does 
not show their limit above or below. The hill slopes up at an 
angle of about 20°, so that the upper portion of the beds are 
lost under the soil; at the uppermost point where the beds 
are seen they may be about 50 feet below the outcrop of the 
greenstone, blocks of which are strewn over the whole face of the 
hill. The annexed diagram No. 2 may assist in explaining this 
section. The dark lined part, a, shows the position of the bedded 
flags, which crop out into the soil in the shape of sharply 
defined steps up the face of the hill, Above them lies a bed of 
slaty fragments. These, along with finer particles, completely fill 
up the stair-like process, and in this bed we occasionally meet 
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